
TILLER DAZE
An instruction manual for cosy continuous cruising on the cut

You are the keeper of a narrowboat, a kettle, and as much time as you care to take. This
booklet explains everything, the cut will explain the rest.

1 · Welcome aboard

Tiller Daze is a game about travelling England and Wales by narrowboat at three miles an
hour. There is work if you want it, weather whether you want it or not. Fish in the water,
stars over the roof, and a wireless in the cabin for the far bands. Nothing chases you. The
game saves when you ask it to and the kettle is always full.

2 · Getting started

From the main menu:

Tutorial - the basics, then a short cruise on the Sampler Cut
New Game - three ways in:

Free sail: pick a canal and a spawn point, go where you like
Plan a route: pick start and end on the map, the game lays chevrons and
counts you down
Guidebook journeys: set voyages from the guidebook, some with a story mode
(see §9)

Resume / Load Game - your saved boats
Options - instructions, credits, volume, settings (moored clock speed, brightness,
frame counter), and naming your boat

Saving is in the pause menu (crank dock or Menu button), to one of three slots. Quitting
to menu autosaves.

3 · The tiller

Control At the helm

crank the tiller - steer

⬆ / ⬇ throttle up / down (bottom of the stack is reverse)

Ⓐ
whatever the prompt offers: moor, work a lock, browse a shop, take a job,
hand cargo over

Ⓑ tap open the diary

Ⓑ hold the instrument panel

Ⓑ + Ⓐ step into the cabin

⬇ (stopped) cast a line, if the rod's aboard (§11)

⬆ (dark, clear,
still)

set up the telescope (§12)

The HUD shows your speed, heading, the weather, the clock and calendar, the nearest
place name, and - when a route is set - chevrons, distance to destination, and a WRONG
WAY scold when you earn it. Left/right on the pad nudges the bow thruster, once you own
one.

4 · The cut itself

Locks. Pull alongside the landing, Ⓐ to engage, then work the paddles with the crank and
the gates with Ⓐ as prompted. Leave gates open behind you at your peril - the cut
remembers, and so does your career (§13). Paired chambers count as one lock worked.

Movable bridges. Moor alongside, Ⓐ to engage the handle, crank to swing. Close it after
- towpath users have opinions.

Tunnels. Slow down, put your light on trust, and enjoy the echo. Some are long enough
to change your mind about tunnels.

Winding holes. The only places wide enough to turn a full-length boat. Enter slowly and
put the tiller hard over; the diary logs a proper wind. And it is pronounced wind, not wind.

The weed hatch. Run over something you shouldn't and the prop fouls - power drops to
a limp. Stop, Ⓐ to open the hatch, and crank the junk off the shaft. Filthy, satisfying.

Etiquette. Slow past moored boats. Wash them and the diary notes it. Pass gently and
grateful liveaboards sometimes tip.

The boats you pass. Moorings are busiest through the towns and thin out into open
country, the way they really do - a city reach can have boats lining one wall for a few
hundred metres, while a quiet summit goes miles without one. What's tied up varies too:

Craft Length Beam Where you'll see it

Traditional
stern
narrowboat

17.4 m 2.1 m
The workhorse of the cut. Tiny counter aft, so the steerer
stands in the hatch with the cabin at their knees.

Cruiser
stern
narrowboat

16.6 m 2.1 m
Open deck at the back, room for crew and a folding chair.
The holiday shape.

Liveaboard 18.0 m 2.1 m
Somebody's home. Roof stacked with coal bags, solar,
planks and a bicycle. Often the ones flying a pennant.

Widebeam 18.0 m 4.0 m
Twice the beam and every inch of it in the way. Broad
canals and rivers only - one could never have worked a
narrow lock to get anywhere else.

GRP cruiser 8.4 m 2.7 m
The yoghurt pot. Stubby white fibreglass, more river than
canal, and it doesn't shed bin bags in the weed hatch.

Boats moor facing either way, on either bank, and lie where a real one could - never
across a lock landing, a tunnel mouth, a winding hole or a junction, but happily under a
bridge hole or outside a shop.

Weather. Sun, cloud, rain, and proper storms - lightning, delayed thunder, gusts that
shove the bow. Rain brings the fish up. The HUD label reads Clear after dark, because it
is.

Night and the calendar. The year runs 84 days, twelve months of seven, from the 1st of
April. Daylight follows the season - long June evenings, December teatime dark. After
dusk the boats sleep, pennants come down, shops shut. Moor up, go below, and Ⓐ the
bunk to turn in until first light.

5 · Mooring

Bollard moorings line the cut every few miles: pull alongside slowly and Ⓐ moors up.
Time passes faster while you're tied.

Mooring pins & mallet (chandlery, 12 dbl) let you stake up on almost any quiet stretch -
Ⓐ when dead slow and she hauls herself to the towpath. Not by locks, junctions, shops,
bridges, winding holes, tunnels, water points, or other moored boats: the law of the cut.
Ⓐ again pulls the pins. Everything works from the pins - the bunk, the rod, the scope, the
rig.

6 · The cabin

Ⓑ + Ⓐ steps below, Ⓑ steps back out. Move along the boat with the crank or ⬅➡, Ⓐ to
interact with the item under the cursor:

The bunk - sleep until first light (moored, after dusk).
The wireless shelf - power up the rig (§10).
The telescope - carry it to the stern, conditions allowing.
Rod, pins, trophies, ornaments - your life, on display.
Everything else opens the marketplace for that slot - stoves, chairs, sinks, art, and
their betters (see the fittings list, §7).

7 · Shops & the chandlery

Canalside shops sell fuel, upgrades, and collectibles, and their noticeboards post work
(§8). Pull alongside slowly and Ⓐ to browse. Doubloons arrive at 1 per km cruised, plus
wages.

Item Kind
Cost
(dbl)

The pitch

Diesel refill consumable 3 A full tank. Good for a day's cruising.

Painted bowl collectible 18 Roses-and-castles canalware. The real thing.

Porcelain jug collectible 45 Blue-printed, slightly chipped, entirely charming.

Brass kettle collectible 95 Polished until it shames the roof paint.

Horse-brass
set

collectible 220 Seven pieces on a leather strap. Proper boater's.

Plaited tiller-
loop

collectible 450 Hand-worked Turk's-head. Handle like velvet.

VHF wireless
set

upgrade 45
A band of towpath chatter and whoever's about. Fits
the cabin shelf.

Bow thruster upgrade 90
A sideways shove for the tight spots. Left/right on the
pad, dead slow.

Mooring pins
& mallet

upgrade 12
Stake up on any quiet stretch - the cut's your
mooring. Not by locks, junctions, or shops.

Rod and
tackle

upgrade 30
A float, a reel, and every excuse you'll ever need to
stop. ⬇ casts when you're moored.

Brass
refractor

upgrade 120
The heavens from the stern, real as the water. ⬆ on a
clear night, moored.

HF rig and
whip

upgrade 180
The far bands: beacons, the forecast, and DX from a
boat doing three miles an hour.

The Silver
Windlass

trophy 1703 For the boater who's been everywhere.

Cabin fittings (bought at the slot, in the cabin):

Slot Fitting Cost (dbl)

Wall Art Framed print 6

Wall Art Oil painting 22

Wall Art Tapestry 50

Woodburner Old stove 10

Woodburner Brass stove 35

Woodburner Morso Squirrel 80

Seat Bench 5

Seat Armchair 25

Seat Chesterfield 45

Sink Plain sink 8

Sink Brass sink 30

Cooker Calor stove 12

Cooker Range cooker 45

8 · Working the cut

One job in the hold at a time. A pennant and a breathing ring mark every drop-off - visible
even across a junction pool.

Deliveries - cargo from a shop board to a named wharf, paid by distance, bonus for
punctuality.
FRESH perishables - milk and wet fish, due tomorrow, paid over the odds. Late
means spoiled means half pay.
Contracts - two or three drops in one commitment, part-paid per leg, chain bonus
on the last.
Post rounds - three drops along the canal, any order.
Boater requests - pennant-flying moored boats want letters carried, diesel
fetched, roof items fished back, errands run from a named shop, or a tow to the
nearest mooring.
Charters - a paying guest rides your roof to two or three sights, then a set-down.
They are always delighted.
Gongoozler tips - sights worth seeing, some best at dawn or dusk; and the odd
towpath walker after a lift.

Reputation. Finished work raises your standing: better pay, and the bigger contracts and
charters only come to a trusted hull.

9 · Guidebook journeys

Noticeboards at route termini (and the catalogue at new game) offer set voyages. Begin
one as a journey and it becomes a story: authored waypoints, a logbook beat at each -
slow to a stop and Ⓐ to take one in - and a finale worth arriving for. Chevrons guide each
leg.

The New River Run

131.4 km · 52 locks · Longest journey staying in London and the south.

Took on the New River Run: down the Grand Union into London, through Camden
and the long dark under Islington, then up the Lee to the New River head. The
kettle's full and the hold is light.

Waypoints: Soulbury Three Locks → the Tring summit → Rising Sun Lock → Iron Bridge
Lock → Bulls Bridge Junction → the Black Horse turn → Camden Lock → Islington Tunnel
→ Ponders End Lock → Rammey Marsh → the New River head

End to End

284.5 km · 74 locks · The end-to-end traverse of the connected network: from the
western terminus, round the Peak edge, down the middle counties to north London.

Took on the End to End: the whole of the connected water, from the far terminus of
the Leeds and Liverpool, through Manchester and over the hills, down the middle of
England to London and out to the New River head. If the cut goes anywhere, it goes
everywhere from here.

Waypoints: the Aire aqueduct → the lonely miles → Worsley → Castlefield → Duke's
Tunnel → Fairfield Junction → the Marple aqueduct → the Macclesfield stone → the
summit hedgerows → the beechwood descent → Widewater → City Road Basin → the
New River meadows → the last mooring

The Windlass Way

217.3 km · 141 locks · Optimised for lock count rather than distance. Climbs and falls more
than any other route.

Took on the Windlass Way: London to the Pennines the hard-working way, gates
and paddles the whole climb north. Greased the windlass. Both windlasses.

Waypoints: the Lee marshes → Islington Tunnel → the Sudbury reach → Cowley Lock →
the Gas Locks → Soulbury Three Locks → Napton Junction → the Warwickshire plain →
the Macclesfield aqueduct → the Peak Forest tunnel → the Ashton eighteen → the climb's
first dark → the Rochdale's end

Over the Backbone

158.5 km · 84 locks · Longest journey staying in the north (north-west and Yorkshire).

Took on the crossing of the backbone: the Leeds and Liverpool west out of the
dales, through Manchester, then the Rochdale's long ladder over the Pennines.
Packed the heavy coat.

Waypoints: the Aire valley → the top country → the last of Yorkshire → under the M60 →
the Manchester steps → the mile pound → the mill tunnel → the summit crossing → the
long descent → the far side

To the Marches

174.6 km · 52 locks · Longest journey through the middle counties - the quiet Ashby, the
Trent and Mersey, and down the Montgomery into the Marches.

Took on the road to the Marches: off the quiet Ashby, across the middle counties,
and down the Montgomery into the borderlands. Long water, soft names, softer hills
at the end of it.

Waypoints: the Ashby aqueduct → the last of the Ashby → the Wyken arm → the stone
country → Red Bull → Heartbreak Hill → Hurleston → the Ellesmere tunnel →
Llanymynech → Welshpool → Berriew → the Montgomery's end

Copper Country

15.7 km · 2 locks · Longest reachable route within Wales - South Wales canal system.

Took on the Copper Country run: the little Welsh network, Tennant to Neath, where
the canals once fed the smelters of Swansea. Short water with long memories.

Waypoints: under the M4 → the Tennant darks → the Neath pound → the Neath aqueduct
→ the head of the Neath

The Long Level

126.7 km · 1 locks · A long journey deliberately avoiding heavy lock flights.

Took on the Long Level: the lazy way west, all the miles and almost none of the
locks. A journey for the kettle, the towpath dogs, and me.

Waypoints: Newton Bridge → the Ferncliffe woods → the empty middle → the first of the
Bridgewater → Season's Moss → Ye Olde No. 3 → the last aqueducts → the Runcorn arm

The Level Dark

27.5 km · 0 locks · Flat water and forty-foot skies: across the Middle Level under the
biggest dark in England.

Took the Forty Foot into the Middle Level with the scope stowed and the kettle
lashed. Out here the land gives up early and hands everything to the sky.

Waypoints: Forty Foot Bridge → the Puddock reach → Leonard Childs Bridge → Horseway
→ the North Level's end

The Last Line to the Sea



19.2 km · 0 locks · Lincolnshire's lost line to the sea, end to end - quiet water below the
Wolds.

Set off down the Louth Navigation with the rod up top and no appointments.
Lincolnshire's forgotten line runs to salt water, and I mean to fish most of it.

Waypoints: the first swims → Highbridge → Bull Bank → Tetney Lock → Tetney Haven

The Grand Trunk

42.8 km · 10 locks · Brindley's great line northward: over the Macclesfield's shoulder to
Harding's Wood, then the Cheshire locks and the salt country to Preston Brook.

Took on Brindley's great line the way the water actually runs now: over the
Macclesfield's high shoulder, then north down the Trunk itself through Cheshire to
the Bridgewater's door.

Waypoints: the Congleton aqueduct → the Harding's Wood turn → the Cheshire staircase
→ the salt flashes → the Dane crossing → Preston Brook

The Long Way, Quietly

284.5 km · 74 locks · Longest reachable route within England's regions.

The full traverse again - but this time no hurry and no list. The same water tells a
different story if you let it talk first.

Waypoints: the Barton turn → the long shires → the Berkhamsted pound → the quiet
arrival

10 · The wireless

Two sets at the chandlery: the VHF handheld for towpath chatter and the HF rig for the
far bands - beacons, the shipping forecast, CW, and DX from a boat doing three miles an
hour. Power up from the cabin shelf.

Control At the rig

crank tune the VFO

⬆ / ⬇ change band

⬅ ➡ change mode

Ⓐ net / engage

Ⓑ back out

Tune to the peaks on the waterfall. Enter your callsign once and the rig signs everything
with it; your grid locator is computed from the boat's true position, so a season on the
network walks your QTH across the map.

The Morse trainer drills you gently: listen, then echo on your key. It starts with your own
boat's name, which is how every good operator begins.

The CQ server connects the rig to a real companion server on your network (host or
host:port). Call CQ and live bots - or your own friends running the console - come back to
you. NOTE: this works, but your host has not yet put this out on the wild internet just yet,
for he is too busy trying to find a watering station that isn't in some degree of disrepair,
thanks CRT.

The cut's wireless code (etiquette, which is most of radio):

1. Listen first. The band was there before you. 2. Identify. Give your callsign at the start,
the end, and often enough between. 3. Keep it brief and keep it kind. Signal reports,
names, your grid - then 73 and let the frequency breathe. 4. Never key over another
station. If two call at once, wait; the courteous operator works more DX than the loud one.
5. Log honestly. A QSO you didn't complete is a QSO you didn't have.

11 · Fishing

Buy the rod and tackle, stop the boat (moored is best), and ⬇ casts past the bow into
mid-channel. The float arcs out, sits, and speaks in nibbles - some are weed, some are
interest. When it goes under, Ⓐ strikes. Then the fight: when the fish runs, let it; when it
tires, crank. Reeling against a run risks the line; leave a hooked fish too long and it throws
the hook. The crank is the reel at all times - winding the float all the way home ends the
session. Catches are weighed, logged against your keepnet bests, and slipped back.

Bites improve at dawn, at dusk, in rain, and doubly so in storms.

Species Weight
How
common

Habits Favoured waters

Gudgeon
0.05–
0.2 kg

everywhere - everywhere

Roach
0.2–1.2
kg

very
common

- everywhere

Perch
0.3–2.2
kg

common - everywhere

Bream
0.8–4.5
kg

common - The Fens & the East

Tench
0.9–3.5
kg

uncommon
keenest at dawn
and dusk

everywhere

Chub
0.6–3.0
kg

uncommon -
Birmingham & the Black Country,
The East Midlands

Brown
trout

0.4–2.5
kg

uncommon -
Wales & the South West, Yorkshire
& the North East

Eel
0.4–3.0
kg

uncommon
bites after dark
only

everywhere

Carp
2.0–14.0
kg

rare - London & the South East

Pike
1.5–12.0
kg

rare -
The North West, Yorkshire & the
North East

Ruffe
0.05–
0.25 kg

very
common

- everywhere

Dace
0.1–0.6
kg

common -
Birmingham & the Black Country,
The East Midlands

Rudd
0.2–1.5
kg

common - The Fens & the East

Crucian
carp

0.3–1.8
kg

uncommon - London & the South East

Barbel
1.0–8.0
kg

rare - Birmingham & the Black Country

Grayling
0.3–1.8
kg

uncommon -
Wales & the South West, Yorkshire
& the North East

Zander
1.0–9.0
kg

rare - The Fens & the East

Flounder
0.2–1.4
kg

rare -
The Fens & the East, Yorkshire &
the North East

12 · The heavens

Buy the brass refractor. From sundown to sunrise under a clear sky, with the boat
moored or dead-still, ⬆ sets up on the stern.

Controls sit on the eyepiece frame: crank sweeps, ⬆⬇ elevates, Ⓐ identifies what's
under the reticle, ⬅ toggles constellation lines, Ⓑ packs up.

The sky is real: 130 stars with their Bayer designations, the five naked-eye planets, the
Moon with its true phase, the Milky Way, and meteor showers on their real calendar dates,
all computed for the boat's genuine latitude and longitude at the game's date and hour.
Sixteen deep-sky showpieces - the Pleiades, the Beehive, the great globulars, the Orion
Nebula, Andromeda - wait for the reticle. First light on each object goes to the star log;
complete a constellation and the diary knows.

13 · The career

Everything counts: locks worked, km cruised, deliveries by cargo, props cleared, tips
earned, catches, QSOs, observations. The cut grants titles as the numbers grow, and the
jobs board pays a trusted boat better. Leave lock gates open and there is a title for that
too. The journal shows where you stand.

14 · The diary

Ⓑ opens it anywhere: the day's events in the boater's own hand, the journal of work
done, the keepnet, the star log, and the QSO log. The diary is the game's memory; it is
also the story of your particular boat, which no other player will ever quite repeat.

Appendix A · Regions of the network

Region Waterways Total km

Birmingham & the Black Country 121 823

London & the South East 122 560

The North West 67 464

The East Midlands 103 429

The Fens & the East 78 316

Yorkshire & the North East 41 122

Wales & the South West 38 107

Appendix B · The waterways

Birmingham & the Black Country

Ashby Canal - 2.1 km
Berwick Tunnel - 0.9 km
Birmingham New Main Line Canal - 22.5 km
Birmingham Old Main Line Canal - 11.5 km
Birmingham and Fazeley Canal - 23.3 km
Bradley Arm (Birmingham Canal Navigations) - 3.1 km
Caldon Canal - 22.2 km
Caldon Canal Leek Branch - 4.5 km
Cannock Extension Canal - 2.4 km
Coombe Hill Canal - 4.1 km
Coventry Canal - 60.6 km
Cownwy Tunnel - 2.1 km
Cromford Canal - 8.3 km
Digbeth Branch Canal - 1.0 km
Droitwich Barge Canal - 9.4 km
Droitwich Junction Canal - 1.4 km
Dudley No.1 Canal - 3.3 km
Dudley No.2 Canal - 8.7 km
Dudley Tunnel - 3.0 km
Gower Branch Canal - 0.8 km
Grand Union Canal - 51.7 km
Icknield Port Loop Canal - 1.1 km
Lichfield Canal - 1.5 km
Llangollen Canal - 73.2 km
Montgomery Canal - 48.1 km
Montgomery Canal (restored) - 1.4 km
Netherton Tunnel - 2.8 km
Netherton Tunnel Branch (BCN) - 1.2 km
Prees Arm - 3.0 km
Rudyard Canal Feeder - 5.2 km
Rushall Canal - 4.6 km
Shropshire Canal - 1.2 km
Shropshire Union Canal - 91.0 km
Shropshire Union Canal (Middlewich Branch) - 14.6 km
Soho Loop Canal - 1.9 km
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal - 56.5 km
Stourbridge Canal - 8.0 km
Stourbridge Town Arm - 2.1 km
Stratford-upon-Avon Canal - 40.0 km
Tame Valley Canal - 13.0 km
Tat Bank Branch - 0.9 km
Titford Canal - 2.0 km
Trent and Mersey Canal - 89.9 km
Unnamed waterway - 5.6 km
Walsall Canal - 9.0 km
Wast Hill Tunnel - 2.5 km
Wednesbury Canal (Ridgeacre Branch) - 1.0 km
Wednesbury Old Canal - 2.0 km
Worcester and Birmingham Canal - 43.5 km
Wrens Nest Tunnel - 1.1 km
Wyrley and Essington Canal - 18.8 km
Wyrley and Essington Canal (Anglesey Branch) - 2.4 km
Wyrley and Essington Canal (Daw End Branch) - 8.8 km

London & the South East

Andover Barge Canal - 4.8 km
Arun Canal - 5.1 km
Basingstoke Canal - 49.4 km
Basingstoke Canal (derelict) - 1.5 km
Brent Canal Feeder - 3.3 km
Broadmead Cut - 2.6 km
Butts Canal - 0.9 km
Cassington Cut - 1.1 km
Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation - 3.7 km
Chichester Canal - 6.1 km
Clifton Cut - 1.1 km
Connaught Passage - 4.4 km
Cookham Cut - 0.9 km
Crossway Canal - 1.9 km
Culham Cut - 1.4 km
Desborough Cut - 1.2 km
Grand Union Canal - 98.3 km
Grand Union Canal (Paddington Arm) - 12.9 km
Grand Union Canal (Paddington Branch) - 8.1 km
Grand Union Canal - Aylesbury Arm - 9.9 km
Grand Union Canal - Slough Arm - 7.9 km
Grand Union Canal - Wendover Arm - 9.3 km
Greywell Tunnel - 1.1 km
Hampstead Road Canal - 1.0 km
Harrow Canal - 1.7 km
Hertford Union Canal - 2.0 km
Hythe Marina - 1.5 km
Intake Channel - 1.3 km
Islington Tunnel (Regent's Canal) - 0.9 km
Itchen Navigation - 9.5 km
Kennet and Avon Canal - 20.2 km
Lee Navigation - 4.7 km
Limehouse Cut - 2.3 km
New River - 33.7 km
Oxford Canal - 58.1 km
Regent's Canal - 13.9 km
River Chelmer - 13.2 km
River Lea - 2.8 km
River Lee - 3.4 km
River Lee Navigation - 32.3 km
River Lee Navigation (Hackney Cut) - 3.1 km
River Wey Navigation - 20.1 km
Royal Military Canal - 34.1 km
Staines Reservoirs Aqueduct - 12.7 km
Thames and Medway Canal - 6.0 km
The Canal - 2.3 km
Titchfield Canal - 3.6 km
Union Channel - 1.5 km
West India Docks Entrace Lock - 3.3 km
Wey and Arun Canal - 1.1 km
Wey and Arun Junction Canal - 24.5 km

The East Midlands

Ashby-de-la-Zouch Canal - 35.9 km
Barnsley Canal - 3.8 km
Beeston Canal - 3.8 km
Caistor Canal - 6.4 km
Calder and Hebble Navigation - 2.3 km
Canal Feeder - 1.7 km
Chesterfield Canal - 60.1 km
Cranfleet Cut - 1.1 km
Cromford Canal - 7.5 km
Dearne and Dove Canal - 1.5 km
Elsecar Branch Canal - 3.3 km
Erewash Canal - 18.3 km
Fossdyke Navigation - 16.9 km
Grand Union Canal - 10.8 km
Grand Union Canal (Leicester Line) - 49.1 km
Grand Union Canal Market Harborough Arm - 8.3 km
Grand Union Canal Northampton Arm - 4.4 km
Grand Union Canal Welford Arm - 2.6 km
Grand Union Northampton Arm - 1.7 km
Grantham Canal - 45.7 km
Loughborough Navigation (Zouch Cut) - 0.9 km
New Junction Canal - 8.7 km
Nottingham Canal - 6.8 km
Nottingham Canal (Disused) - 1.0 km
Nutbrook Canal - 1.5 km
Oakham Canal - 7.0 km
Oxford Canal - 33.0 km
Redmires Top Conduit - 2.8 km
River Ise - 1.1 km
River Nene Navigation - 6.6 km
River Soar - 8.5 km
River Wreake - 1.5 km
Sawley Cut - 1.6 km
Sheffield and South Yorkshire Navigation - 30.0 km
Stainforth and Keadby Canal - 24.3 km

The Fens & the East

Aylsham Navigation - 1.9 km
Bell Water Drain - 8.9 km
Bevill's Leam - 1.4 km
Bevills Leam - 7.5 km
Binnimoor Drain - 2.1 km
Burwell Lode - 3.0 km
Car Dyke - 2.3 km
Cut Off Channel - 12.8 km
Cut off Channel - 13.1 km
Fleet Dyke - 1.1 km
Forty Foot or Vermuyden's Drain - 17.3 km
Fourteen Foot Cross Drain - 0.9 km
Frith Bank Drain - 1.6 km
Highland Drain - 5.0 km
Hobhole Drain - 21.9 km
Horncastle Canal (disused) - 2.0 km
King's Dyke - 13.7 km
Main Drain - 0.9 km
Methwold Lode - 1.4 km
Middle Leading Drain - 1.8 km
Middle Level Main Drain - 18.1 km
Mill Basin Drain - 1.7 km
Monk's Lode - 1.3 km
New Cut - 1.5 km
New Wryde Drain - 4.2 km
Newham Drain - 5.5 km
North Level Main Drain - 27.7 km
North Walsham and Dilham Canal - 12.3 km
Old Popham's Eau - 6.0 km
Old Wryde Drain - 6.0 km
Popham's Eau - 3.7 km
Ramsey High Lode - 1.7 km
Reach Lode - 4.7 km
River Cam - 19.2 km
River Nene Navigation - 6.5 km
Sixteen Foot Drain - 14.2 km
Smithey Engine Fen Drain - 1.4 km
Soham Lode - 6.6 km
Stoke Ferry Fen Lode - 0.9 km
Swaffham Bulbeck Lode - 5.0 km
Twenty Foot River - 18.0 km
Tyler's Cut - 1.8 km
Whittlesey Dyke - 10.0 km
Wicken Lode - 2.4 km
Willingham Drain - 1.1 km
Yaxley Lode - 5.8 km

The North West

Ashton Canal - 10.0 km
Bottom Lock - 1.8 km
Bridgewater Canal - 59.7 km
Bridgewater Canal (Stretford and Leigh Branch) - 6.9 km
Fairbottom Branch - 0.9 km
Fletcher's Canal - 0.8 km
Frodsham Cut - 0.9 km
Huddersfield Narrow Canal - 11.2 km
Lancaster Canal - 66.8 km
Lancaster Canal (Glasson Branch) - 4.7 km
Lancaster Canal Feeder - 1.0 km
Leeds and Liverpool Canal - 120.7 km
Leeds and Liverpool Canal (Leigh Branch) - 11.3 km
Leeds and Liverpool Canal (Rufford Branch) - 11.4 km
Macclesfield Canal - 21.3 km
Manchester Bolton and Bury Canal - 6.1 km
Manchester and Salford Junction Canal - 0.9 km
Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal - 4.7 km
Mill Race - 0.8 km
Peak Forest Canal - 22.1 km
Ribble Link - 3.1 km
Rochdale Canal - 53.0 km
Runcorn and Latchford Canal - 1.6 km
Sankey Canal - 17.1 km
Tewitfield Locks (8) - 1.4 km
Trent and Mersey Canal - 8.6 km
Ulverston Canal - 2.1 km
Weaver Navigation - 5.7 km

Wales & the South West

Bude Canal - 3.1 km
Canal (disused) - 0.9 km
Dock Feeder Canal - 1.2 km
Earl of Ashburnham's Canal - 2.6 km
Glamorganshire Canal - 2.1 km
Glan-y-Wern Canal (disused) - 2.4 km
Grand Western Canal - 18.2 km
Kidwelly and Llanelly Canal - 1.0 km
Mill Leat - 3.1 km
Monmouthshire Canal - 13.4 km
Monmouthshire Canal Crumlin Branch - 2.0 km
Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal - Crumlin Arm - 1.9 km
Morwelldown Tunnel - 2.4 km
Neath Canal - 19.8 km
Par Canal - 3.2 km
Swansea Canal - 8.8 km
Tavistock Canal - 4.7 km
Tennant Canal - 10.2 km
Tennant Canal (disused) - 1.4 km

Yorkshire & the North East

Aire and Calder Navigation - 10.7 km
Aire and Calder navigation - 1.2 km
Beverley Beck - 1.2 km
Calder and Hebble Navigation - 8.7 km
Calder and Hebble Navigation Kirklees Cut - 1.3 km
Driffield Canal - 6.3 km
Driffield Navigation - 1.8 km
Flood Diversion Channel - 1.2 km
Huddersfield Broad Canal - 5.8 km
Leven Canal - 4.5 km
Louth Navigation - 19.2 km
Market Weighton Canal - 9.3 km
Milby Cut - 1.0 km
Pocklington Canal - 15.6 km
Ripon Canal - 3.7 km
Rochdale Canal - 7.8 km
Selby Canal - 8.6 km
Whittledean Watercourse - 8.6 km

Appendix C · The Easter eggs

⚠ Do not read this if you want to find them organically!

⚠ Seriously, do not read this if you want to find them organically!

Hand-placed, one-time surprises, each worth a diary line and some worth an ornament.
They are listed here exactly because a printed manual is the traditional place to spoil
yourself deliberately.

victoria park dogs - A woman in a yellow mac, towed by three terriers, raises a
hand in greeting.
camden busker - A man with a melodeon plays sea shanties from a lock beam. His
tips bucket holds one boiled sweet and a button.
camden tai chi - Three figures in white move slowly through the morning mist on
the towpath. 'Wave hands like clouds,' you remember.
pontcysyllte troll - Something with too many teeth peers up from beneath the
trough. It blinks, slowly.
llangollen kingfisher - A turquoise dart skims the surface and is gone before your
eyes catch up. Kingfisher.
pontcysyllte vertigo - Halfway across, you realise: nothing under the trough but
air, and a hundred-foot drop to the river. Your hands grip the tiller a little tighter.
harecastle kit crewbucket - A figure passes in the tunnel mouth. Headless. By the
time you turn, the only sound is water dripping somewhere far ahead.
tm otter slip - A flash of brown back, then ripples spreading from a reed bed. Otter.
tm etruria shard - A sherd of blue-and-white in the towpath gravel. Wedgwood.
You pocket it before you've decided to.
standedge legger boots - A pair of wet boots sits on the towpath, water still
draining from them. Nobody in sight, in either direction.
tardebigge halfway shed - A shed on the bank has a chalkboard: 'YOU ARE
HALFWAY DOWN. KETTLE INSIDE. HONESTY BOX. PLEASE WASH UP.'
ka caen hill volunteer - A volunteer in a CRT vest is winding paddles for a single-
hander. He grins as you draw level. 'You're sixteen locks in, mate. Brace yourself.'
ka mayfly hatch - The air shimmers with a thousand mayflies. Trout rise. Spring is
properly here.
ka bath roman coin - A green-bronze glint at the bottom of the cut, the profile of
an emperor still legible. Don't lean too far.
macc heron - A heron stands utterly still on a fencepost, watching the water with
the patience of a clergyman.
marple viaduct - Below: the Goyt, a hundred feet down. Beside: the railway
viaduct, just as old, just as defiant. Two centuries of British engineering, ten yards
apart.
hebden bookshop - A woman on the towpath waves a battered Wainwright at you.
'SALE - TWO FOR A FIVER!' she shouts. Her shop, behind her, is named 'The Last
Page'.
rochdale brass band - From an upstairs window, a cornet, a tenor horn, and
someone slightly-flat on euphonium: 'Jerusalem'. The bargee on the boat ahead is
humming along.



humming along.
oxford student - A student in a college scarf is reading Tennyson upside-down on
the towpath. They wave without looking up.
oxford milestone - A milestone, half-eaten by lichen and tilted twenty degrees off
true. The numerals are still legible: II. To where? Long forgotten.
caldon dipper - A dipper bobs on a midstream rock, white bib gleaming. It dips,
vanishes underwater, surfaces ten feet away with something silver.
caldon thirteen bells - A church bell tolls thirteen, then falls silent. Your watch
reads 11:47. The towpath ahead is empty.
chesterfield bricked door - Someone has bricked up an arched doorway in the
embankment. The bricks are a different colour. Steam still drifts from a vent in the
wall, somehow.
coventry phantom legger - Footsteps on the towpath ahead, brisk and even. You
round the bend: nobody. Just hawthorn, and a single boot-print in the mud, pointed
the wrong way.
tixall wide swans - The canal opens out into a small lake - Tixall Wide. A swan
family, eight cygnets in a perfect line, parts to let you through.
stratford split bridge - A bridge split down the middle, a slot wide enough for a
tow-rope to pass through without unhitching the horse. Mary Anning would have
loved this.
lancaster curlew dawn - That liquid call across the morning marsh - curlew.
Something old moves in you to hear it.
cromford watercolourist - An elderly watercolourist has set up an easel on the
bank. She's painting your boat as you pass. She holds the wet sheet up briefly,
smiles, returns to work.
bingley five rise plaque - A brass plaque, polished by a thousand grateful hands:
'BINGLEY FIVE RISE LOCKS - 1774.' Five chambers, sixty feet up. Your shoulders
ache already.
saltaire titus statue - Sir Titus Salt, in stone, surveys his model village from a
plinth. He looks faintly disappointed in everyone.
shroppie black dog - A black dog the size of a calf trots alongside for a moment,
watching you with yellow eyes. By the next bend, it has vanished. The hair on your
arms is up.
bcn coal merchant - A working boat passes the other way, deep in the water with
coal. The skipper raises a flat cap. He's been doing this longer than you've been
alive.
brecon shepherds whistle - A shepherd's whistle, then another, drifts down from
the slope. Three sheepdogs are working an unseen flock above the canal. The
whistle changes; the dogs change tack.
foxton kettle man - An old man on a moored working boat raises a brass kettle in
greeting. Behind him, the abandoned inclined plane lies overgrown - a Victorian
dream that didn't quite work.
braunston painter - A woman is painting a water-can with roses and dragon-
castles, the old narrowboat folk-art. She holds it up: 'For my grandson, who's six
and thinks he's a pirate.'
ashby lone welly - A single child's wellington has been placed, with great care, on
the balance beam of the lock. No child, in any direction, all the way to the horizon.
basingstoke noras bottle - A bottle floats by, riding the bow-wave for a moment.
Inside, a note in a child's hand: 'IF YOU FIND THIS, EAT TOAST FOR ME. - NORA,
AGE 7.'
ashton honesty beetroot - A wooden table by the towpath: 'BEETROOT 50p.
CHANGE IN JAR. PLEASE DO NOT NICK THE JAR.' The jar contains four pounds
twenty and a lottery ticket.
new junction lift bridge - A vertical lift bridge stands raised overhead, deck
hanging in the air like it's thinking about something. Built for the 'Tom Puddings' -
compartment boats of coal, dozens in a train, towed by a single tug. The bridge
remembers; the coal doesn't come anymore.
soar water meadow - The river spreads wide across a water meadow, cattle
grazing right to the flood line. A weir mutters somewhere out of sight. Leicester is
close, but you'd never know it from here.
nene guillotine lock - The lock gate here doesn't swing - it drops straight down
from an overhead frame, guillotine-style. The Nene is the only navigation that does
this. You wind the mechanism slowly, and try not to think about the name.
kings dyke brickworks - A derelict chimney stands alone in the fen, taller than
anything else for miles. This flat clay country fired half the bricks in England, once.
Now it's just you, the chimney, and the wind.
aylesbury arm heron pair - Two herons stand at opposite banks, facing each
other, perfectly still, like a pair of bookends. The Aylesbury Arm barely sees a boat a
week. They look faintly surprised to see you.
itchen chalk stream - The water here is startlingly clear - you can count individual
stones on the bed six feet down. A trout holds station in the current, unbothered,
while reeds close in from both banks like the river is trying to forget it was ever a
canal.
glasson dock gulls - Gulls wheel and complain over a tidal basin thick with fishing
boats - the only lock on the entire Lancaster system sits right here, guarding the
join between canal and open sea. Salt on the wind, for the first time in miles.
tavistock leat light - Built to carry copper and arsenic ore down from the moor, not
narrowboats - the channel here is narrow enough to touch both banks with the tiller
at full lock. Somewhere ahead, a tunnel swallows the water whole and doesn't give
it back for two miles.
bude incline plane - A grassy ramp climbs the hillside where, once, tub-boats were
hauled clean out of the water on rails and winched to the pound above - Bude never
bothered much with locks. The sea-lock behind you is still tide-locked twice a day,
same as it always was.
tame valley embankment - The canal runs dead straight along a high
embankment, rooftops and factory yards passing below like you're on stilts. Built as
the 'New Line' to beat the old winding Wednesbury cut - the Black Country never
did like taking the scenic route.
droitwich brine spring - A faint mineral tang rises off the water - Droitwich has
been a salt town since the Romans, brine springs ten times saltier than the sea. The
canal itself was derelict for decades before volunteers dug it back out. Everything
here has been reclaimed once already.
calder hebble handspike - The paddle gear on this lock isn't a windlass - it's a
wooden handspike, an odd survival unique to the Calder and Hebble. Mill chimneys
stand shoulder to shoulder along the valley side, most of them cold now, all of them
still watching.
selby abbey bells - Bells carry faintly across the flat land from Selby Abbey, a
thousand years old and still ringing. This short cut once carried more trade than
anywhere for miles - then the railway came through in 1834, and the boats mostly
stopped.

Tiller Daze - Mechanical Swifts. Built slowly, on purpose.


